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Key message: Forestry no longer operates in isolation.
• Woodland is now expected to deliver: 

• Timber production 
• Biodiversity and conservation 
• Recreation and tourism 
• Heritage protection 
• Commercial activities (e.g. filming) 

• These objectives often conflict in timing, space, and risk 

Typical conflicts:
• Harvesting operations vs public access 
• Deer control vs public perception 
• Biosecurity vs tourism 
• Filming/events vs habitat protection 
• Conservation vs commercial forestry returns
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Overview

Harvesting along a PROW - Chilterns



Knebworth Estate 
• Location: Hertfordshire

• Total Area: 291 ha

• Area of Managed Woodland: 
180 ha

• Habitat: Mixed Woodlands, 
historic parkland 

• Network of PROW across the 
woodland 
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Wild Service Tree

Knebworth House

Oak Harvesting – Newton Wood
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Knebworth Estate 

Iron Maiden concertDesignation Map – Knebworth Estate
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Oasis concert – capacity: 125,000 people



Ashdown Forest
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• Location: Sussex

• Total Area: 2,476ha

• Area of Managed Woodland: 1,021ha

• Habitat: Heathland and Woodlands

• Designations: 
• Site of Special Scientific Interest 

(currently unfavourable)
• Special Protection Area
• Special Area of Conservation
• 8 Scheduled Monuments
• 75 heritage features

• Estimated 1.5 million visitors per year

Ashdown Forest
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Winnie the Pooh

Dartford Warbler

Nightjar

A. A. Milne monument
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Woodland Map Ashdown Forest



Woodland Management Plan 

Aim: Long-term resilience through species & structural 
diversification 
SSSI currently unfavourable (declining PAWS & ASNW)
 → target: favourable condition 

•Key priorities: 
•Deer management 
•Restoration of PAWS & ASNW 
•Strengthening woodland connectivity (corridors) 
•Integrated protection of archaeology & heritage 
•Maintained for public enjoyment, education & 
community use, with tree safety measures in place. 

Ashdown Forest
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Douglas Dormouse

Long-eared bat



Deer Impact – most challenging threat 

0800 157 7707| info@maydencroft.co.uk | www.maydencroft.co.uk

®Woodland Management and non-forestry activities

Fallow Deer – Ashdown Forest – 17 deer per km2 Secondary birch woodland



Woburn Estate 
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• Location: Bedfordshire

• Total Area: 5,000 ha

• Area of Managed Woodland: 1,350 ha

• Bike Park – Aspley Woods 

• Network of PROW across woodlands

Bike Trail

Nearby stacking area – 8,000t harvested across the estate per yr



Black Park 
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• Location: Buckinghamshire
• Area of Managed Woodland: 

200 ha
• Habitat: Heathland and mixed 

woodlands
• Designations: 

• Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (partly)

• Estimated 1.4 million visitors per 
year

Overview Black Park
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Hogsmeade Station Pinewood Studios

RFS Meeting 2025



Whiteley Village 
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• Location: Surrey 

• Area of Managed Woodland: 48.5 ha

• Habitat: Mixed broadleaved woodlands

Whiteley Village overview The Witcher - NetflixRhododendron removal



Germany – Saxon Switzerland

0800 157 7707| info@maydencroft.co.uk | www.maydencroft.co.uk

®Woodland Management and non-forestry activities



0800 157 7707| info@maydencroft.co.uk | www.maydencroft.co.uk

®Woodland Management and non-forestry activities



0800 157 7707| info@maydencroft.co.uk | www.maydencroft.co.uk

®Woodland Management and non-forestry activities

Wolf

Lynx

Squirrel - 
Eichhoernchen
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Natural regeneration Norway Spruce - Natural regenerationBeech planting



Thank you – cora.pfarre@maydencroft.co.uk 
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References 
• Knebowrth House emblem -

https://knebworthhouse.com/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23706449711&gbraid=0AAAABDP9__g4Fumf5BCOpBaNRHqiccv8J
&gclid=CjwKCAjwtcHPBhADEiwAWo3sJqVK3JLGo2jjRYNhrD5ej5vDvnjsU00TWO8vJ_XTHyWbl3JZybsb5xoCSSMQAvD_BwE 

• Iron Maiden - https://www.ironmaiden.com/run-for-your-lives-to-knebworth/ 

• Oasis - https://www.bbc.co.uk/music/articles/2868f61d-ea81-46b4-8c19-9fc4974ec359 

• Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Long-ear bat, dormouse: Shutterstock.com 

• Winnie the Pooh: https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4g9dzj1xj3o 

• Fallow Deer - https://www.wealdtowaves.co.uk/tackling-deer-pressure-for-a-healthier-sussex-landscape/  

• Bike Trail: https://www.woburn.co.uk/the-estate/woburn-bike-park-and-trails/ 

• Whiteley Village: https://www.thewhiteleyhomestrust.org.uk/about-us/whiteley-village and Greens Team: 
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1007429684830279&set=a.388452680061319 

• Lynx photo: https://www.bund-sachsen.de/tier-pflanze/luchs/english-lynx/  

• Wolf distribution Map: https://www.wolf.sachsen.de/wolfsvorkommen-in-sachsen-4342.html 

• Wolf photo: https://www.saechsische.de/lokales/saechsische-schweiz-osterzgebirge/saechsische-schweiz-woelfe-hinterlassen-
blutspur-im-nationalpark-H5UBD DGDNJEGJIWBGOFKDNBALU.html 
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